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several hundred volumes.had to be stored in the private library
of the Secretary. In January, 1855, a small room, 15 feet
square, in the south-eastern corner of the basement of the Bap-
tist Church, was rented and occupied for two years, when fur-
ther room was needed—and in Janunary, 1857, a room on the
west side of the basement of the same building, forty-four feet
in length by fourteen in breadth, was rented and occupied for
one year—when we removed into our present quarters, which
have since been somewhat enlarged. Our rooms, covering a
ground area of 45 by 60 feet, are so well packed, that further
extension would be exceedingly desirable.

More room we must have, sooner or later—and the next re-
moval should be a permanent one and to a fire-proof building,
if possible. A few friends sufficiently realize its importance,
and evince their willingness to lend a generous helping hand in
providing a fund for a fire-proof building sufficiently commo-
dious for the present and prospective wants of the Society.
Will not the friends of the Society in Madison and elsewhere,
resolve to make suitable provisions for this greatly needed ed-
ifice ?

And when, ten years hence, those who may have the man-
agement of the Society, meet to review its progress during its
second decade, may we not fondly hope that they may have—
not twenty thousand volumes, as our present number nearly
approaches—but twice twenty thousand volumes upon its
shelves, in a durable fire-proof building, worthy of our noble
Society, and worthy too of its generous, unflagging friends
who, from first to last, have sturdily and manfully adhered to
its fortunes ?

Eleventh Annual Report, January 3, 1885

The Treasurer’s Report exhibits the receipts of the Society,
including the balance on hand at the commencement of the
year, $1,241.61—the disbursements, $1,226 64, leaving an un-
expended balance of $14.97. Among the receipts of the year,
it is pleasant to notice a donation of $50 from the venerable



